Friday 9th February 2018
Dear Parents

I would like to thank my small Year 6 team of journalists! After an editorial meeting this morning, they
had the challenge to produce this newsletter in only 2 hours! There was lovely buzz in the room and they
were keen to share some of their experiences of the term with you. Also, thank you to Jack for
photography and technical support for me!
Firstly I would like to explain the second part of our Ofsted visit. On rare occasions, Ofsted need to return
to schools to collect additional evidence– (see www.gov.uk/government/publications/gathering-additionalevidence-to-secure-an-incomplete-inspection-ofsted-related-protocol.) It has been an unusual process as
the official inspection finished on the 10th January and all the work of the return visit looked at work from
only before that date. We have not seen a draft report yet, and this will not be available for another month.
I thank you for the information that you provided, which appears to match the school’s self- evaluation,
and assists us in our work moving forward.
This term we have had an e-safety focus in some of our assemblies. The Year 6 children presented on a
number of issues including communicating safely with others online. Further tips can be found later in the
newsletter. Having attended a Head teacher briefing on e-safety, I would like to draw your attention to the
importance of parental controls… you may even be extremely computer ‘savvy’ but you may be surprised
the number of ways that our children are able to access inappropriate material online accidentally, even
with parental controls on e.g through search engines within apps designed for children.
Children will have the opportunity to work with PC Nick Westmacott after half term on e-safety matters
and he will be hosting an after school briefing for children and adults on 20th February. Please join us!
This is so important.
You can also go to www.o2.co.uk/help/nspcc to supporting you in keeping your children safe, and even if
you are not using the O2 network, you can take your devices into any O2 store and they will ensure your
controls are all set appropriately.

Quicksticks Tournament
Team News from the quarter finals of the
Gloucestershire Schools’ Competition.
On Monday 29th January five children went to
Cirencester; Shamarah as the captain, Georgia,
Jack H, Charlie S, and Jacob.
When they got there they realised they were the
youngest players but that didn’t bother them.
They played about seven matches, their first
two matches they tied, third , fourth and sixth
they lost and luckily won their fifth and seventh!
Although they didn’t win, they still enjoyed
themselves and congratulated the other teams
with cheers and handshakes. Going to the next
round was an amazing experience for them,
especially as they had a pep talk from Georgia’s mum after every match which encouraged
them a lot! By Shamarah Magume
(I look forward to seeing how you progress next
year children when you are actually still eligible
for the competition! HT)

Friendship Group
Following on from ‘Relax Kids’ in the
Autumn, in January 2018, KS2 have
been taking part in Friendship group
with Mrs Hollis and Mrs Curry, for half
an hour every week to help us with our
friendships.
They teach us about how good friends
are supportive and kind to each other.
They also teach us to respect each
other’s opinions and what they decide,
even if you don’t agree.
We do different activities, including:
giving somebody a compliment;
writing a nice thing you would like to
do for someone and spending 5 minutes with somebody
you don’t usually talk to.
Everybody in the class participates, and it has helped us
in the school playground.

Cross Country
E-Safety Top Tips (from Martha)

•Cyber-bullying means using computers, mobile phones, or other
technology to hurt, scare, or embarrass other people. Cyberbullying gets people in serious
trouble at school and also with the
law. In a growing number of places, certain forms of cyber-bullying
are illegal.
•Being mean is being mean, no
matter how you do it. Don’t ask if
it’s funny. Ask if it will make someone unhappy.

Our New Roof!

•Even if you think someone was
mean to you, being mean back is
not a safe way to handle the problem. Instead, get help from an
adult you trust.

Since October, the school has been
covered in scaffolding because we
are having a huge new roof fixed.
Builders are finally going to be
finished for when we come back to
school after half term. All the

•Have the courage to speak up if
you notice anyone cyber-bullying.
Say that this is wrong and that you
are not going to keep it a secret.

scaffolding will be gone and the
playground will be jet washed and
clear. Phew! Thank you for all your
patience with this extended project!

•Use privacy settings, but never
post anything in social medial or
send anything out electronically
that you don’t want the world to
see

“May the roof never fall in, and may
we friends gathered below, never
fall out! “ (Irish Blessing)

On the 7th of February
2018, 23 people went to
Cross Country in Moreton-in-Marsh, at the Fire
College.. The girls were
Amelie, Kathryn, Darcey,
Megan, Ceira, Charlie,
Geogia, Emily, Anna,
Holly, Shamarah and
Phoebe and the boys
were Felix, Alex, Oliver,
Oscar, Edward, Charlie,
Ethan, Coxwell, Philippe,
Alfie and Bertie. The
boys’ race was first and
was out of approximately
150 pupils. The girls’
race was second with
about 150 as well.
The top 12 go to
Cheltenham for the finals, 2 boys from St.
Catharine’s got through
and they were Felix and
Alex, but unfortunately
no girls got through to go
to the finals in Cheltenham… this time!

Ashbee Class Dance Competition Victory
On Friday the 26th of January, Ashbee Class and six Y6 pupils walked up to St James’ School for a
Dance Competition. The Y6 pupils choreographed the Y2s in a group dance and Arabella choreographed
a duet with two Y2 pupils- Summer and Tinashe . Another Y6s,Martha and Claudia, choreographed a duet with another two Y2 pupils, Daniel and Emma L.
Our school was the first to arrive so we stretched and warmed up. Mr Daldry, the St James’ PE teacher,
gave us a warm welcome and welcomed the other schools, Dormer House, Blockley School and St
James. The judging panel consisted of 4 Y6 pupils from St James’.

We were the first to compete with our group dance. We danced well and tried our best to achieve a great
score– 36!
Unexpectedly the teachers who went with us had to compete in a dance-off and… they won! Because of
the teachers’ amazing dance moves they earned us an extra point, which helped us later on. Then we
had a long wait while the others competed. Then Daniel and Emma’s dance earned them an amazing
score of 39. Lastly it was time for Summer and Tinashe to dance and they triumphed with an amazing
top score of 40! To finish it all off we had a little freestyle dance and then they announced the winners. It
was an anxious wait but it was worth it in the end because we won! It was a great day and everyone had
a great time. The prize was a dance trophy which we hold in our trophy cabinet until we strive to win it
again next year!
Food Bank
th

On Monday the 5 February 2018, every class was given a box to fill for the local Food Bank. Pupils
were asked to fill the box with long expiry date foods such as: pasta, rice, tinned foods and cereal etc.
By doing this we are helping people within our community who need a boost. When we fill the containers,
we will donate the contents to Chipping Campden food bank located at the Baptist Church. When you
are doing your local food shop, please buy something extra if you can!
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Crocodile Man’s Visit
On Wednesday 24th January, an expert called Colin from
‘Crocodiles of the World,’ brought four reptiles to each
class. He had Sultana the tortoise, Barbara the bearded
dragon, Ethel the python and Ricky the Alligator. He gave
us a brief introduction about Reptiles and their habitats.
Junya was the photographer and captured all the Reptiles
in action. All the classes were very quizzical and weren’t
afraid to ask questions. Colin proudly told us he loved the
alligator the most because he had always shared a deep
interest and love in them. We all then learnt that people
also frame snakes as killers when all they are doing is trying to live. It was a great experience and now I have much
more of an interest in reptiles. (Have a look at our Crocodile
Man board situated outside Ashbee Class!)

Pen Licences
This term in Noel class, everyone has been working towards their pen licences. Every Thursday, the
people that think they deserve to get their pen licence hand their books into Mrs Bramley (year six teacher) and she decides who has earned it. They get awarded it the ’Let Your Light Shine’ assembly on Friday. The people who have already earned their pen licences are: Freya, Bella, Shamiliya, Amelie A,
Niamh, Martha, Felix, Flynn, Freddy, Amelie M, Claudia, Darcey, Ceira, Kaelin and Kathryn. Other children have targets and are getting closer each week to securing the pen licence!

School Council
This term school council have started to think about different clubs that people may like to do.
The two school council representatives from each class are Poppy and Leo from Greene class,
India and Noah from Ashbee class, Jessica and Albert from Wilson class, Rory and Jacob from
Dover class and Luca and Ceira from Noel Class. The representatives were asked to ask their
class which clubs they would like and this will carry on after half term. Have a think which clubs
you would like to see!

Attendance
January 2018
Noel class- 97.5%
Dover class-97.35%
Wilson class-96.7%
Ashbee class-96.4%
Greene class- 95.9%

British Values
This term in assemblies we have studied British Values.
We have learnt about democracy, the rule of law,
developed an understanding of different faiths and
beliefs, explored individual liberty and mutual respect.
These assemblies including activities that help the
children to understand why they are important to us.

Year 6 E-safety Assembly– Top Tips

Noel class competed in house teams for the clearest and most understandable presentation; Becket performed a play about sharing personal information; Chad told us how to block unfriendly people online;
Bede showed us how to tell a parent/guardian if seen any unkind messages, emails or social messaging
sites; and Dunstan told us about how to stay safe on online gaming websites.

